Baynes: Electrical Treatment of War Injuries
and less painful. I should like to mention the case of an officer who had a gunshot wound of his leg: it measured 3 in. by 1 in., it had -been in existence two months; it had neither increased nor decreased, but remained in an indolent condition. The first treatment by zinc ionization caused considerable pain, and had no effect on the wound. He was then treated by salicylic ions, which caused very little pain. With the second application a rich rosy crop of granulations sprang up, and in a short tinle the ulcer filled up and the skin had begun to grow from the edges. After three weeks' treatinent the ulcer has now diminished to the size of a threepenny-piece. I have obtained as good results in the cases of other septic wounds and indolent ulcers.
In many cases of sinus we have a very difficult task. I have tried a number of methods and the one I am using at present, which seems to have yielded good results, is ionization with salicylic ions, applied in the way I am about to describe. I first syringe the wound clear of pus with sodium salicylate, 5 per cent., then get the wound plugged as much as possible by gauze which has been soaked in the same solution, immediately bring the patient to the electrical department and drive the current into the sinus and walls by way of a small portion of the plug which has been pulled outside. This plugging makes good contact with the interior of the sinus. Where sinuses are 1 in. or 2 in. deep, if they are tiot complicated by the presence of dead bone at the bottonm, I have obtained good results in the way described.
Dr. DONALD BAYNES.
When reference was made to the relief of pain by means of the constant current, I noticed that it was not stated which pole was used. I suppose it was the positive pole, because owing to oxyqen collecting rounid the positive pole the tissues adjacent to the positive pole are rendered acid, this resulting in a mitigation of pain and a sedative action; whereas the negative pole attracts hydrogen, which is an alkali maker, and sets up over-stimulation and irritation and will therefore increase pain. For ionization we should use the positive pole, with thyocyamine to dissolve and destroy scar tissue; and I find that putting the patient in a strong magnetic field has a wonderfully good and soothing effect in shock.
Dr. G. B. BATTEN. I should like to emphasize a point which has not been touched upon, except indirectly. Dr. Hernaman-Johnson mentioned the danger we run, in many cases, of going on too long with electrical nmethods. I at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
